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haped/Rhytton Vessel

One of the fascinating arti-
facts in the Museum of Histori-
cal Vessels is the boot-shaped
rhytton from the Parthian peri-
od, which is artistically crafted
and unique in its design. One
of the distinctive forms of rhyt-
tons from the Parthian era is
the boot shape, with examples
ofthesevesselsfoundatthear-
chaeologicalssite of “Valiran,” a
villageinthe Damavandregion.
Thevessel’sbodyisshaped like
a horn, and in addition to the
openingatthetop,ithasan ad-
ditional hole at the front of the
boot to allow the liquid inside
thevesseltoexit.

Similar to the artists of earli-
er periods, Parthian craftsmen
also created rhyttons that not
only featured animal shapes
atthe spoutforpouring liquids
butalsoincluded a hole for the

liquid to exit. The boot-shaped
rhytton suggests that the peo-
ple of ancient Iran, in addition
to their attention to surround-
ing animal life, also utilized
their own equipment in shap-
ing these vessels. It should be
noted that most of these Par-
thianrhyttonswerediscovered
inside graves, indicating that
these vessels likely had a cere-
monialorritualisticfunction.
Rhyttons have been used in
Iran since the 4th millennium
BCE. These drinking vessels
were widely used in ancient
Iran and various forms of them
can be observed up until the
end of the Sassanian period.
It seems that decorated and
adorned vessels were of par-
ticular importance for drink-
ing during formal and reli-
gious ceremonies. The general

method for crafting rhyttons
involved incorporating animal
formsintotheirdesign.Acloser
examination of the types of an-
imals used suggests that cul-
tural and mythological beliefs
likely played a significant role
in their selection. The belief
in the transfer of the animal’s
power to the human through
the liquid in the rhytton may
have contributed to the diver-
sity and prevalence of these
vessels.
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In the Museum of Historical

Vessels, located in the Ramsar
Museum Complex, a ceramic
jug from the ancient sites of Gi-
lanprovinceisdisplayed. These
types of vessels are known as
the “Covenant Cup,” and the
example in the museum dates
back to the first millennium
BCE. At first glance, these jugs
have a narrow neck and two
handles that attach to the
shoulder and neck of the ves-
sel. Their shoulders are round-
ed, and their bodies are either
egg-shaped or pear-shaped.
The base is either circular or
flat, and two small spouts are
positioned atan angle near the

edge of the vessel. The age of
these cups is attributed to the
5th-4th century BCE, extend-
ingintothe Sassanian period. It
is believed that the simultane-
ousdrinkingfromthesevessels
by multiple people (depending
on the number of spouts on
the vessel) symbolized loyalty
to a pact or served as a seal of
agreement on commitments
madebetweenthem.Inmarital
contracts, brotherhood oaths,
joint ventures, and peace or
non-aggression pacts, the par-
ties involved would drink from
thesamevesselasasign of mu-
tualtrustand agreement.

It is important to note that

in ancient times, the preserva-
tion of pacts was of significant
importance, and breaking a
promise or pact was consid-
ered one of the most reprehen-
sibleand unforgivable actions.
Images of the god “Mithra” on
stone inscriptions, often de-
picted overseeing the sealing
of agreements between two or
more parties, underscore his
role in these solemn oaths and
contracts.
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a2 onthe Street of Caius”

The Franco-Prussian War,
alsoknownastheFranco-Ger-
man War, was a conflict be-
tween the Second French Em-
pire, led by Napoleon Ill, and
the Kingdom of Prussia under
the leadership of Otto von
Bismarck. In the second half
of the 19th century, France,
like its ruler Napoleon Ill, was
weak andindecline; however,
its eastern neighbor, Prussia,
led by Bismarck, was intox-
icated by victory and unity
and harbored ambitions of
expanding and consolidating
its newly acquired territories.
Britain, concerned about Na-
poleon III’s ambitions, espe-

cially his military interventions
in Mexico, encouraged Prussia
to attack France. Ultimate-
ly, disaster struck as the two
countries clashed. The result
was a decisive victory for Prus-
siaandtheoverthrowandexile
of Napoleon Ill. This war also
led to the unification of Ger-
many and the establishment of
the French Third Republic.

The painting “Peace on the
Street of Caius” in the Marble
Palace Museum in Ramsar,
painted in oil on canvas, de-
pictsatragicmomentfromthis
war with a religious theme. In
the painting, the religious at-
mosphere and the assistance

of nuns in healing the wounds
of soldiers on the battlefield
are clearly visible. The Latin
inscription on the painting’s
frame, “pax in via coeli,” can
be accurately translated as
“Peace on the Street of Caius,”
symbolizing a spiritual path
through which the innocent
victims of war are guided to
God’s heavenly paradise. This
beautiful work, created in the
realist style, was painted by the
French artist Wilfrid Constant
Bokenin1903.
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One of the hunting weapons
displayed at the Specialized
Hunting Museum is the Weath-
erby Magnum 300 rifle, one of
the most prominent products
of the American Weatherby
company. It was designed by
Roy Weatherby in 1944. This
rifle uses the .300 Weatherby
Magnum caliber, which is
based on the 300 H&H Mag-
num specification. The design
of this caliber, with its dual ra-
dial shoulders, enhances both
accuracy and power, making

it one of the most popular ca-
libers of Weatherby in the 20th
century. Thespecificmodeldis-

playedinthe Specialized Hunt-
ing Museum was ordered by
two friends of Abdolreza Pahl-
avi, named KLEIN and TEVIS,
and was crafted by Weatherby
with embellishmentssuchasa
plaque and the emblem of the
Pahlavi royal crown. Due to its
high powerand good accuracy,
this rifle quickly became pop-
ular among professional hunt-
ers and hunting enthusiasts.

In the 1960s, the Winchester
company the
300 Winchester Magnum as

introduced

a competitor to this caliber;
however, Weatherby main-
tained its reputation and
continued to be recognized
as one of the best options
for big game and long-range
hunting.
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The inlaid vase is one of the

most distinctive and unique
pieces at the Iran Ivory Muse-
um, craftedinJapanduringthe
mid-20th century. Weighing
approximately 8 kilogramsand
standing at65 centimeterstall,
it is displayed in the first-floor
hall of the Iran Ivory Museum.
This cylindrical vase, made
from elephant ivory, rests on
a wooden palanquin, carried
by an elephant sculpted from
bronze. On either side of the
vase, there are decorative bas-
kets shaped like carriages,
featuring branches of colorful
flowers and birds. The designs
on both sides of the vase are

different, enhancing the beau-
ty ofthe piece.

The technique used to dec-
orate the vase is called Shi-
bayama, meaning the design
is applied to a base made of
ivory, wood, or lacquer. In
this technique, marine shells,
such as shellfish and abalone
(a type of shellfish), as well as
horn, colored ivory, coral, tor-
toiseshell, and wood are often
used. In Shibayama art, motifs
of flowering plants and ani-
mals aredrawn and lacquered,
then the intended images are
carved (engraved) into the sur-
face ofthe work (ivory vase). Fi-
nally,inlaid piecesare carefully

applied in bas-relief within the
carved indentations using ad-
hesive. The raised designs dis-
tinguish Shibayamafromother
formsoflacquerart.

This technique was first
developed by the Japanese
artist Shinzo Inoki, who later
adopted the name Shinzo Shi-
bayama. His style in ivory inlay
became highly popular, and
the name Shibayama became
widely recognized due to its
presence in international exhi-
bitions, capturing attention for
its intricacy and sophisticated
techniques.
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raz Textile

One of the oldest surviving
taraz textiles, dating back to
the Abbasid period, is pre-
servedinthe Tar-o-Pood Muse-
um of Yazd. This piece bears a
Kufic inscription that includes
the name of the artist, Ahmad
ibn al-Hasan al-Nasir, dated to
the year 203 AH (818 CE). The
motifs on this fabric include a
cypress tree, a lion attacking a
camel, and a symbolic combat
scene (grappling motif).

During the Abbasid era, sig-
nificant advances in textile
weaving allowed Muslim arti-
sans to incorporate a wide va-
riety of motifs into their work,
although Sasanian artistic in-
fluences remained strong. The
imagery on this taraz fabric
shows a lion and a camel fac-
ing the same direction, with
the lion attacking from behind
and biting the camel’s back.
The camel’s head is turned
backward in response. The
grappling motif symbolizes
struggle and power, often rep-
resenting themes of survival,
victory, and conflict, and can

carry mythological, symbolic,
or allegorical meanings, such
as the eternal battle between
lightand darkness orgood and
evil. These symbolic motifs
were used to convey meanings
beyond the physical appear-
ance of animals, rooted in the
religious and cultural beliefs of
various historical periods, and
were passed down through
subsequent generations. The
camel motif, in particular, links
backto earlierrelief carvings of
camels in Sasanian art, where
camels were depicted as war
animals or beasts of burden,
showingthe continuity of Sasa-
nian artistic heritage into the
Abbasid period. The cypress
tree motif on the textile also
holds deep symbolism: the
evergreen cypress represents
eternityandimmortality.Inan-
cientPersianbelief,itwasasso-
ciated with Mithra (Mehr)—the
Zoroastrian divinity of light
and covenant—and often ap-
pears in Persepolis bas-reliefs.
In Mithraism, Mithra is said to
have been born from a cypress

tree.

Inthe Abbasid era, taraz was
an important component of
the textileindustry. The design
and decoration of early Islamic
textiles were often direct im-
itations of Sasanian styles, to
the extent that distinguishing
early Islamic fabrics from late
Sasanian ones can be difficult.
Theprimarydifferencewasthat,
instead of images, early Islamic
weavers used inscriptions in
the fabric’s borders. Over time,
these inscriptions replaced
figural  motifs, becoming
decorative epigraphic bands
(taraz) commonly seen in
Islamic textiles.Textiles during
the Abbasid period served
multiple purposes. They were
used to make clothing—which
itselfwasanimportantindicator
of socialstatus. The lightweight,
linen-like taraz textile
preserved in the Tar-o-Pood
Museum may have been part
of a cloak, summer garment,
undergarment, turban, shawl,
orsash.
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to the School of Ghiyas al-Din
jgashband Yazdi

During the Safavid era, the
Iranian textile industry flour-
ished under the patronage of
the Safavid kings, reaching new
heights of excellence. Irani-
an fabrics once again became
prized commodities, exported
to distant lands. The city of Isfa-
han, the Safavid capital, turned
intoahubforartistsfromacross
Iran who collaborated on creat-
ing refined artworks, and the art
of textile weaving was no excep-
tion.

One of the prominent figures
in this golden age was Ghiyas
al-Din ‘Ali Naggashband Yaz-
di. In addition to his mastery in
miniature painting, manuscript
illumination, calligraphy, poet-
ry, and decorative arts, he also
served as the head of Shah Ab-
bas I’s royal textile workshops.
His skill in producing brocade
fabrics (zarbaf) was so excep-
tional that it is said he annually
presented a richly woven bro-
cade robe adorned with poetic
praises of Shah Abbas to the

royal court. Each year, he would
send a new robe with fresh vers-
es, and as a result, he was fre-
quentlyinvitedto courtceremo-
nies and festivities and enjoyed
theking’s special favor.

Ghiyas al-Din is credited as
an innovator in velvet and mul-
ti-layered fabric weaving, each
a masterpiece in the history of
Persian textile arts. One of his
most significant contributions
was the foundation of a new
school of textile design, known
as the Yazdi School (or the
School of Ghiyas), distinguished
by cohesive compositions
made up of intricate, decorative
patternsand small motifs.

Oneofthe most notable piec-
esinthe Tar-o-Pood Museum of
Yazd is a Safavid-era fabric that
exemplifies the artistic traits of
the Yazdi School. The main de-
sign shows a prince seated on
a throne, surrounded by atten-
dantwomen, seated and stand-
ing on a carpet adorned with
arabesque (eslimi) patterns. In

the background, cypress trees
appear, while the mythical bird
Simurgh soars across the sky.
The textile stands out not only
forits artistic detail but also for
itsweavingtechnique.

The textile is made using the
zarbaf technique, where the
warp threads are silk, and the
weft threads are made of go-
labetoon—a fine silk thread
wrapped with thin strands of
gold or silver. The higher the
amount of metallic thread,
the heavier and rougher the
fabric; the lower the amount,
the softer and more delicate it
becomes. There are two main
types: Zarbaf-e Dara’i: heavier
and coarser; Zarbaf-e Atlasi: fin-
erand more delicate. The show-
cased fabric from the School of
Ghiyas is classified as Zarbaf-e
Atlasi, a rare and exquisite ex-
ample of its kind. Unfortunate-
ly, only a portion of this historic
textile remains in the museum,
as the rest has been sold in auc-
tionsabroad.
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Sadeghzadeh in Isfahan
duringthelate Qajarand early
Pahlavi periods. These pieces
stand out for their narrative
qualities and the personal
styleoftheirdesigner.

The first rug, which this
article focuses on, measures
Fdo by WY centimeters. It is
made from cotton warp and
hand-spun wool, woven us-
ing the lool-baft technique
with asymmetrical knots (also
known as Persian knots). It
features natural dyes derived
from plant and animal sourc-
es, and displays both human
and floral motifs. The bor-
der of the rug is adorned with
two rows of floral and West-
ern-style decorative patterns.
The upper section of the rug
containsportraitsof88Iranian
rulers, beginning with Kiyu-
mars of the mythical Pishdad-
ian dynasty and continuing
through to Shah Tahmasp | of
the Safavid dynasty.

The eleven kings of the
Pishdadian dynasty depicted
include Kiyumars, Siamak,
Hushang, Tahmures, Jamshid,
Zahhak, Fereydun, Saam, Iraj,
Next

Tur, and Manuchehr.

comes Afrasiab of Turan, a re-
curring adversary of the Kiya-
nids, who is followed by eight
Kiyanid kings: Garshasp, Kay
Qobad, Kay Kavus, Kay Khos-
row, Goshtasp, Bahman, Ho-
may, and Dara. Alexander the
Great follows, succeeded by
depictions of 24 Parthian kings
and 30 Sasanian monarchs.
The Islamic era is represented
by one or two key rulers from
each major dynasty: Yaqub
Lays Saffar from the Saffarids;
Mansur ibn Nuh from the Sa-
manids; Sultan Mahmud and
Mas>ud from the Ghaznavids;
Tughrol Bayg from the Seljuks;
Muhammad Kharezmshah
from the Kharezmians; Geng-
hiskhanandHulakuKhanfrom
the Mongols; and Tamerlane
from the Timurids. The Safavid
period is represented by Shah
Ismail, Shah Abbas, and Shah
Tahmasp.

The lower part of the rug
contains explanatory text by
the designer regarding the his-
torical periods of Iran, as well
as information identifying the
designer, the place of weaving,
and a detailed map of the Mid-
dle East. The map highlights

the extent of the Achaemenid
Empire and appears to align
with the inscriptions found on
the gold and silver tablets of
Darius | at the Apadana Palace
in Persepolis. The region of
Fars is marked in red to signify
its role as the political heart of
the empire, and other regions
that were once part of Iranian
territory—such as India and
Egypt—arealsocoloredred.
The map portrays Iran’s
borders as they existed dur-
ing the Safavid era, before
the treaties of Gulestan and
Turkamanchay, and includes
the ancient names of various
regions. The face of Shah Ab-
bas | is prominently depicted
at the center of the map, and
geographic coordinates are
drawn to indicate northern
and eastern latitudes, giving
the rug both historical and car-
tographicsignificance
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Taar-o-Pood Museum of Yazd

Carpet weaving is one of sev-
eral types of loom-based hand-
icrafts in Iran, alongside kilims,
gabbehs, and jajims, all of which
are produced on either fixed
or mobile looms. These looms
are typically set up in vertical
or horizontal forms. In terms of
size, carpets are generally clas-
sified into two categories: large
carpets and smaller rugs. The
art of loom-woven textiles has a
deep-rooted history in Iran. One
ofthemost prominentexamples
is the Pazyryk Carpet, attributed
to the Achaemenid period and
considered the oldest known
carpet in the world. This artifact
was discovered in a Scythian
burial mound in the Altai Moun-
tainsofMongoliaandiscurrently
housed in the Hermitage Muse-
umin SaintPetersburg, Russia.

Due to the organic materials

used in these textiles, many
of them have not survived
the passage of time. Environ-
mental conditions, storage
methods, and human inter-
ference have all contributed
to their deterioration, leaving
most historical references to
carpets to be found only in
written sources. For instance,
the Baharestan Carpet, which
once adorned the iwan of the
Taq Kasra palace in Ctesiphon
during the Sassanid era, was
famously cut into pieces and
distributed

conquerorsasspoilsofwar. De-

among Muslim

spite this, strong governmen-
tal
technical, and financial—has

support—administrative,

historically played a vital role
in the expansion, quality, and
diversity of Persian carpets.
This was particularly evident

during the Safavid era, when
the flourishing of carpet-pro-
ducing centers such as Ray,
Qom, Kashan, Isfahan, Yazd,
and Kerman reflected the Safa-
vid rulers’ support for the arts,
especiallyinlran’s arid and de-
sertregions.

Persian carpets are known
for their variety of designs
and motifs, with each region
exhibiting its own distinctive
patterns, materials, and color
palettes. Some carpets go
beyond decorative function
to narrate specific stories or
themes, reflecting the crea-
tivity and vision of their de-
signers and weavers. Among
such unique examples are two
pictorialrugs currently housed
in the Taar-o-Pood Museum in
Yazd. These rugs were woven
by Mir Mohammad Hossein
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The Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost
was the company’s first suc-

cessful production model,
manufactured between 1906
and 1926. A total of 7,874 units
were produced during this 20-
yearspan.

The Silver Ghost was a large,
luxurious, and advanced au-
tomobile for its time. While
the engine and chassis were
manufactured by Rolls-Royce,
customers were required to
commission the bodywork
separately from coachbuild-
ing companies. The goal was

to showcase Rolls-Royce’s

Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost
Country of origin & manufacturer
9yalys (BLIS 5 Lizdle2y”
Engine power & displacement
Transmission
Top speed
ti2Rd002y 0242yl

new engineering capabilitiesin
comparison to other manufac-
turers.

Inits marketing, Rolls-Royce
claimed it was “the quiet-
est and smoothest car in the
world”, a claim that proved
accurate. Withinayearofitsre-
lease, the Silver Ghost earned
the title of “The Best Car in the
World.” It also featured a pow-
erful engine that enabled driv-
ers to set endurance records
overlongdistances.

The main passenger cabin,
which seats five, was built like
a carriage—constructed from

wood and covered with met-
al panels. The car featured a
convertible roof, a three-piece
windshield,

starting crank. Like other lux-

and a manual

ury vehicles of its time, it also
included a glass partition sep-
arating the driver’s cabin from
the passengers.

This particular Silver Ghost
was purchased in 1922 at the
request of Ahmad Shah Qajar
and was laterused during both
the first and second Pahlavi
dynasties.

1922 (1301 Solar Hijri)
UK, Rolls-Royce
Inline 6-cylinder, front engine
80 hp, 7428 cc
4-speed manual
80 km/h
7,874 units
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The
A was a custom-built limou-

Pierce-Arrow Model

sine produced by the Ameri-
can luxury car manufacturer
Pierce-Arrow. The Model Awas
a seven-seater limousine, and
in 1930, it stood as the largest
and most powerful vehicle the
company had ever produced.
Its bodywork was among the
earliestlimousine designs, fea-
turing afully separated driver’s

Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost
Country of origin & manufacturer
9yalyS (BLIS 5 Lizdle2y”
Engine power & displacement
Transmission
Top speed
ti2Rd:002y 024yl

cabin from the rear passenger
compartment.

This vehicle was specially
ordered in 1930 at the request
of the Pahlavi royal court by
Colonel Reza Gholi Amir-Khos-
ravi, then head of the Pahlavi
Bank and exclusive importer
of Pierce-Arrow vehicles to
Iran. The carwas purchased for
$30,000, a record at the time,
making it the most expensive

American car ever sold up to
that point. The cost was cov-
ered by the Pahlavi Bank treas-
ury.

The car was adorned with
gold-plated decorations, and
the interior upholstery was
made of silk, embroidered with
olive leaf patterns using intri-
cate needlework. This luxuri-
ous vehicle was used in many
ceremonial occasions.

1930 (1309 Solar Hijri)
USA, Pierce-Arrow
Inline 8-cylinder, front engine
125 ph., 6000 cc
3-speed manual
136 km/h
130 units
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The first prototype of the
Lamborghini Miura was un-
veiledtotheworldinthespring
of 1966, and from the very be-
ginning, it was clear that the fi-
nal product would be a unique
vehicle. Many regard this caras
the world’s first true supercar,
as Lamborghini aimed to cre-
ate the fastest road car in the
world with the Miura’sdesign.

The Miura on display in the
museum is the P400S model,

Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost
Country of origin & manufacturer

also known asthe Miura-S. This

version was introduced at the
Turin Auto Show in November
1968, and its production con-
tinued until 1972, with approxi-
mately 338 units built over four
years.

The Miura’s chassis and
frame are made entirely from
steel sheets and space-frame
reinforcements, making it
considerably lighter than its ri-
vals. Its V12 engine, equipped

with four camshafts, produc-
es around 370 horsepower at
7,000 rpm.

One particularly interest-
ing feature of this engine is its
transverse mid-rear layout,
positioned between the rear
wheels and the cabin. The Mi-
ura also has one of the highest
fuel consumption rates, con-
verting 21 liters of gasoline per
100 kilometers into pure ener-

gy-

1971 (1350 Solar Hijri)
Italy, Lamborghini

9yalysS (iBLIS s LiRdla2y 370 ph., 3929 cc
Engine power & displacement 5-speed manual
Transmission 320 km/h
Top speed 338 units

ti2Rd:002y 0242yl

V12, rear mid-engine
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d-Din Kaykhusrow Kayqubad

The coin is a silver dirham
from Ghiyas Ud-Din Kaykhus-
row Kayqubad (r. 634-644 AH),
arulerofthe Seljuksof Rum.On
the obverse of the coin, a lion
movingto therightis depicted.
Above the lion, there is an im-
age of a radiant sun disk with
a human face — a style of sun
representation long used in Is-
lamic art. On both the left and
rightsides ofthisimage, as well
as twice below the lion, there
are star motifs. Along the top
edgeofthe obverse, the phrase
“al-lmam al-Mustansir billah
Amir al-Mu’minin” is inscribed
in Kufic script. Al-Mustansir
billah was the 36th Abbasid ca-
liph (r. 623-640 AH), a contem-
porary of Ghiyas Ud-Din, indi-
cating that the coin was struck
in the caliph’s name. On the
reverse, written in larger Kufic
script, is the phrase “al-Sultan
al-A’zam Ghiyas al-Dunya wa

al-Din Kaykhusraw Kayqubad,”
covering the entire surface.
Around the upper, lower, and
right edges of the reverse, the
mint location and year are in-
scribedin Naskhscript. Thetop
marginreads “Struckin Konya”
(acityinAsiaMinorand a major
Seljuk capital), and the low-
er and right margins give the
date as 639 AH — the first year
of the final five years of Ghiyas
Ud-Din’s rule. A hole appears
on the upper left of the coin,
near the word “Amir,” suggest-
ing that it may have been used
as a pendant or ornament. Ac-
cording to the famous histori-
an Ibn al-‘Ibri (Bar Hebraeus),
a contemporary of the king,
the dual image of lion and sun
had a personal origin: Ghiyas
Ud-Din, known for his indul-
gent and hedonistic lifestyle,
fell so deeply in love with the
daughter of the Georgian king

— whom he married — that he
wanted her face on his coins.
Since portraiture was gener-
ally forbidden, he was advised
to instead depict a lion with
the sun behind it — symboliz-
ing both the royal horoscope
and subtly referencing her im-
age. This historical account
supports the idea that the lion
and sun motif had astrologi-
cal significance, representing
the sun’s position in the zodiac
sign of Leo (Asad), long consid-
ered anauspicioustime. Thisis
precisely why the historian Ibn
al-‘Ibri noted that the advisers
convinced the king to use this
motif as a symbol of his birth
under a fortunate celestial
hour.
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all coin) from the Qajar period

This object is a copper fils
(small coin) from the Qajar pe-
riod, notable for its unusual
form compared to other ex-
amples in the Money Museum
of Iran located in the Dafineh
Museum Complex. The effort
made by the minter during the
striking process to imprint im-
ages and inscriptions on the
metal reveals that, instead of
the conventional round shape,
a piece of copper was used in
its raw form. In fact, this coin
resembles a type described
by the French traveler Dupré
as a “chunk of heavy and mis-
shapen copper” bearing “a few
letters on one side.” Historical
and literary sources indicate
that coins were generally clas-
sified into two types: those that
were intact and well-formed,
and those that were incom-
plete or broken. This coin be-
longs to the latter category.
The first group was referred to
as 'lag&€ in Arabic and dorost
(intact) in Persian, while the

second group was known as
gernzeh, kherd, or shekasteh
(broken), and the two types
never held equal value. Al-
though this terminology was
more common for gold and sil-
ver coins, itcanalso be applied
to copper coins (fulns), particu-
larly during times when copper
wasscarce. Thus, thispiececan
be considered a broken, small,
ordebased copperfils.

The obverse of the coin fea-
tures a radiant sun with a hu-
man face. Though portions of
the left and right edges of the
sun motif are worn or missing,
the human visage remains
clearly visible. The rendering
of the sun differs significantly
from earlier examples: instead
of straight rays, the radiance
is represented by jagged,
toothed patterns intersected
by lines. In contrast to other
examples where the facial fea-
tures are concave and appear
darker against the copper
background, here they are in

reliefand appear lighter due to
the play of shadow and light —
likely an unintended result of
oxidationovertimeratherthan
adeliberate artistic choice, but
onethatenhancesthevisibility
ofthesun’sfacial details.

On the reverse, inscriptions
indicating the mint location
and partial date are discernible
within standard circularbands.
The phrase “..Ins ..rb Khoy” in
Thuluth script — which should
be read as “Fulhs Aarb Khoy”
(CoinstruckinKhoy)—isclearly
visible. Three numerals, “.1207,
representing the tens, hun-
dreds, and thousands place of
the date, are also legible, situ-
ating the minting of this coiniin
the 13th century AH, during the
Qajar era. Decorative elements
such as vines and vegetal mo-
tifs fill the background spac-
es around the script. A border
composed of a thick and thin
line enclosing solid circular
dots forms the outer edge of
thecoin’sreverse.



d9> ‘|..\9:J LALL&).} ag_uuu.(bogg Ll
gloil 0)lgdioS gzmam Shmlge e )
! diwl)T L g LisgjL iisyS
s &S ylo (5 4 puld gl (izen
i ol sailiigy |y iilgjl g aili
Uis soled Vgoma aS lagy By
G b ool cunxd g cuwl saudgy
luiS lrdowxa jo gl Solw
G 0giuRdgs gl e
9 cuwlite p|,\.il)_; Agﬂ.c U A)L) 0bles
QBT j iillou) o whimlgz c0asjyg
oS Cuwl diwdl S5 (59 gl bl
©olad logs (o &S i 90 gl
Lol wl ebilas ¢ cudlyo |l
e=bl8 B0 19iSU 0gdise Jom g
Glodouz=o (pl Sl (ohe (gl
(el Sl il suiiss pyloo agybogs
l,g L)9__J aS L_,.Jlﬁuwm ) S > )LJT
Ol 9pbie Wygo @ ) ogiuogs
H UleS sladige i im0
Gl b digyoe pladias ugiz sl
S e ) a8 (ol gleie Jl>
@glaio Gguw 9o Vlais| ()Ll (i aS
plially Cuakid 9o b logy Sadj jl
uiled @ glojon yob @l logs
Ul 12 oglle poidg0 (ol ailS e
a8lle il (1l BB winyim Lwds>
b ol el e 00 a5 oldiielg

iS5 Obled ju

uwlqubg)gpruJJbbd)b
&lg jo lagy Slisgy g ol Solw
U‘fl L_.,S.J.J) )| L_ngﬂ..\.o L5|a)9.) )Sl_,.cL,\.J
Gbolojl§)8 &S cowl i do oz
i8S i poly YT S ) seuid
|~)9.} ng.L'z'i ‘:}.J):J) Ciowd )9 ol
aS Cuwl ol |).>| L_L,‘|cum.>)quusu).y
2o Blwdaw=o ;0 pgusa (Slogeds
)982 8318l Jgeza jobas Ligdi
) 21990 da Jlael jI S0 aS W)l
WS 50 eSS 1o b iz e plx]
S 0galg 1ogy Qlgpy dizwo (il 5o
J—UJ)U.«Q).BJ Qg Jlaad Ro> awlS
gy JoSinS jlas Yloin| awwlS ¢yl
g (1l dizio (pl Cussl . cunlogs
21392 G 655 3y90 ol LS 5
CunloandiS paaial) 556455 iz
o8 gl ;2090 13l (1500 (Sgm 50

L_,,gbg_j %T)aoywumagg.wlwﬁ
6Ylg plde 4 a5 0 50 (GUbol 501,81 s
SaS sl |y O (Jg ey 50 (Lilgyin
Vgazo .S o 108 ygyludl ol @
UPgaa (Glailil ogiwmag yo
Do dislud T L oS olo 095
2l @ a>gi b domzo (0l 90 )0
ol @S lgie O Oy 4 auwl)
((o)gﬁmjygﬂpbubmaggndguaz&

9 o  dgbgy  dwaza

s SlaS JUT IS tagiw 52390
Ole> Jin djgo jo &S cuwl o)luiS
ais80 (Slojga Loy Bwejga jl S
L bl ol cwl suals piulaiw
ez SuiS g o S jlo s latul
30 duy e il suud dislw
oo aizlw (§olus pguw U pgo 8w
2 OligS oS il pisy sl
@b 9 0lSh e Jled jl ablie
U2l il e e3> (Sjgpal liulzdl
O 008l wolaie Ggw 99 05w
lacuws aS I o log o jl o yo
0 @ eolw (ol 5 4lbliS e (59 )

IFl® sl y5 cpziney Lo

)



ulpture of Buddha-Bodhisattva

The double-sided sculpture
of “Buddha” and “Bodhisattva”
is one of the rare masterpieces
of Gandharan art currently on
display at the Museum of World
Art, a part of the Dafineh Muse-
um Complex. This artwork is
crafted from schist stone using
the carving technique. It is be-
lieved to have been created in
the 2nd or 3rd century CE, dur-
ing the period when the Kus-
hans ruled over parts of what
is now northwestern Pakistan
and eastern Afghanistan.

This sculpture features two
contrasting sides. On one side,
Buddhais seated in a calm and
spiritualposture,withhishands
resting atop each other and
wearingasimplerobe. Thesim-
plicity of Buddha’s appearance
and clothing evokes a period in
his life characterized by renun-
ciation of worldly possessions
and a pursuit of a pure, ascetic
life. Below the Buddha’s seat,
a bas-relief has been carved—
an element typical of Buddhist
sculptures from the Gandhara

school. These scenes usually
depict individuals engaged in
Buddhist religious practices or
venerating the Buddha. In this
particular scene, Buddha’s fol-
lowers are gathered around a
bowl, seemingly paying hom-
age to this sacred object. The
bowl is likely the alms bowl
associated with Buddha. The
significance of this scene lies
in its depiction of a venerated
Buddhist practice—begging,
whichis portrayed as arespect-
ed spiritual act.On the reverse
side of the sculpture stands the
Bodhisattva. In Buddhism, a
Bodhisattva refers to someone
who attains the elevated state
of “Nirvana” but chooses to
forgo it in order to help others.
Typically, each Bodhisattva is
identified by specific symbols.
In this sculpture, based on the
jeweled crown he wears, the
figure is likely Avalokitelvara,
one of the most revered Bo-
dhisattvas. Unlike Buddha, the
Bodhisattva is adorned with
jewelry such as earrings, var-

jous necklaces, armlets, and
bracelets. His clothing covers
onlyoneshoulderandhisarms,
revealing a well-proportioned
and fit body—both to display
his physique and to emphasize
the richness of his ornaments.
He is seated on a throne that
is supported and guarded by
two lions, symbols of vigilance
and protection in Buddhist
tradition.There is no definitive
scholarly consensus on why
such double-sided sculptures
were created. Unlike stan-
dalone representations of ei-
ther Buddha or Bodhisattvas,
these pieces are rare in South
Asianart.However,itispossible
that such works were intend-
ed to simultaneously present
two significant aspects of Bud-
dhist tradition or to represent
both Buddha and a revered
Bodhisattva side by side. Be-
yond demonstrating the tech-
nical mastery of the artist, this
dual portrayal also reflects the
creator’s deep devotion to the
spiritualfigures of Buddhism.
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This vessel, on display at the
World Art Museum within the
Dafineh Museum Complex, is
a “hydria,” a type of ancient
Greek ceramic from the Classi-
cal period (450-300 BCE), fea-
turing scenes from Greek liter-
ature and culture on its outer
surface. This artifact reflects
a more developed stage of
Greek pottery, diverging from
the earlier “Archaic period”
(620-450 BCE), which is known
for black-figure pottery (black
designs on a red background),
by using the red-figure tech-
nique—red designs on a black
background. Theimagery from
this later period is character-
ized by greater dynamism,
density, and expressive power,
making it particularly effective
in portraying themes of grief
and drama, much like theatri-
calscenes.

A close examination iden-

tifies the vessel as a hydria,
a small handled jar used for
carrying liquids. On part of its
outer wall, a central figure is
depicted holding the reins of
two horses. This figure wears
a conical hat, has along beard,
a cloak draped over his shoul-
ders, and a naked body. His
posture—with the right leg
extended forward and the left
bent at the knee—suggests a
stealthy motion, as if he is try-
ing to lead the horses away
from an enclosure. Behind the
horses are two trees, and the
background, in keeping with
conventions of the period, is
filled with dense vegetal and
architectural ornamentation.
This scene illustrates an epi-
sode from Book 10 of The Iliad
by the famed Greek poet Hom-
er. According to the narrative,
during the Trojan War, two
Greek warriors, Odysseus and

Diomedes, infiltrate an enemy '
outpost and steal the mares of
amannamed Rhesus.
Anothersection of the vessel
depicts a second scene, beau-
tifully rendered with three
human figures, two animals,
and an architectural structure.
This scene represents a pub-
lic ritual in which individuals
visit or venerate a tomb struc-
ture known as a naiskos. The
naiskos is a type of tomb archi-
tecture composed typically of
athree-stepped base, four col-
umns, and a pediment—exact-
ly as portrayed on the hydria
in the museum. At the center
of such structures, a symbolic
statue of the deceased would
typically be placed. People
would gather around the tomb
to offer gifts and votive offer-
ingstohonorthedeparted.
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Coins are recognized as a
valuable source in the field of
archaeology, as their study
playsa crucialrolein explaining

historical events and the
politicalandeconomicrelations
of a ruler with neighboring
nations. Understanding this,
the National Museum of Arts
in Isfahan has dedicated part
of its focus to displaying and
studying such historical items.
After the rise of Islam, the
Iranian governments placed
particular importance on this

matter because, according
to the common tradition, the
legitimacy and  credibility

of a monarchy or ruler were
tied to the public recitation of
their royal decree (khutbeh)
and the minting of coins
bearing their name.During the
Safavid era, like in previous

times, coins continued to
serve as an essential tool
in trade exchanges, and
their role became even

more significant due to the
expansion of diplomatic and
economic  relations.  This
increasing demand led to the

establishment of many mint
houses in important cities of
the period, including Isfahan,
where coins were minted
bearing the name of the city. In
fact, these mint houses played
a more significant role in the
economy of the Safavid Empire.
The coindies, the main tools for
mintingcoins, were overseen by
representatives of the “Muayyer
al-Mulk” (the officials in charge
of minting royal coins). Once
these dies became worn or
the ruler passed away, they
were destroyed to prevent any
potential misuse. Therefore,
the existence ofthese diesholds
significant value in the fields of
archaeology and numismatics.
One such example from the
Safavid period is on display at
the National Museum of Arts in
Isfahan.

Old coins, including those
from the Safavid period, often
referred to as hammered or
struck coins, were made using
specific tools and by applying
repeated strikes to metal. The
coin minting tools included
a metal anvil mounted on a

sturdy pieceofwood, alongwith
a punch and a hammer. The
artists would carve the designs
and inscriptions for both sides
of the coin in reverse onto the
tip of the anvil and the punch.
This part of the minting tool was
called the “coin die.” To mint
a coin, the metal—often gold,
silver, or bronze—was shaped
into a thin, round disc, then
heated and placed on the coin
die. Ahammer was then used to
strike the punch, which would
imprint the design onto both
sides of the metal, resulting
in the final coin.Creating each
coin die, which was made of
steel, required hours of work
and sometimes a full day of
continuous effort. All of these
steps in coin production were
supervised by government
officials. The coin die currently
displayed at the National Art
Museum in Isfahan dates back
tothelateSafavid period,during
the reign of Shah Tahmasp
ll, and bears the inscription
“Sekkeh zar zad be towfiq e
hagq Tahmasb sani,” which
translates to “Coin struck by the
graceof God, Tahmasp l.”
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In Iran, the discovery of met-
als marked the beginning of
the creation of metal objects,
followed by the decorationand
engraving of these items. As a
result, metal artworks gained
bothfunctionality and aesthet-
ic value. Over time, this beauti-
fularthasgonethroughnumer-
ous ups and downs, leading
to the development of various
techniques to create these
works. One such technique for
making metal objects and sil-
ver engraving is the art of “Qa-
lamzani” (engraving), which,
through the hands of skilled ar-
tisans, has led to the creation of
magnificentmasterpieces. This
art includes two methods: fine
engravingandreliefengraving.

In contemporary times, the
master artist Hossein Alai-
Mazandaran was an inheritor
of this invaluable art, known
for his unique style. Born in Is-
fahan, he began engraving at
the age of 11. For years, he was
active in his workshop at the
Tadheed Caravansarai in Isfa-
han, where he created beauti-

ful examples of silverware and
numerous panels with various
motifs. One such panel, which
isondisplayatthe National Mu-
seum of Arts in Isfahan, is a re-
markable example of his work.
This panel depicts a scene of
lovers celebrating with a back-
ground of the beautiful Sa-
favid architecture of Isfahan
and took about fifteen years to
complete (from 1951 to 1966).
The panel is created in the
style of Siah-Qalam (black-
and-white technique), with
fine engraving. It is one of the
later and more refined exam-
ples of this style. In the center,
thereis a banquet scene of lov-
ers, with a historical building
and an inscription at the back,
surrounded by twelve smaller
scenes in the margins. The art-
work also includes Islamic mo-
tifs and animal designs. One of
the most exquisite details is a
small booklet in front of a flute
player, engraved with eight
verses from the famous poet
Badr al-Din Helali, such as: “If
thisisthemadnessoflove, then

Iwillbecomeamadman...”
The central design of the
panel was inspired by paint-
ings by Mahmoud Farshchian,
which were then complement-
ed with additional images. The
technique involved applying a
coat of tar on a tin-plated cop-
persheet, followed by transfer-
ring the design from pre-drawn
paper to the metal sheet using
charcoal. Once the design was
visible on the metal, the artist
connected the lines using spe-
cialized tools and chose the
type of engraving based on his
technique. The process con-
tinued with hammering and
engraving, and later, to create
shading, a mixture of copper,
silver, and sulfur was melted
and spread onto the surface.
The metal was heated until it
became liquid, covering all the
indentations, and finally, the
contrasting colors and shad-
ing were perfected. This work
is considered one of the finest
examplesofengravinginthels-
fahanschoolof Qalamzani.
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Image of aWild

Throughout history, humans
have created symbols to express
their desires and beliefs, often
by adorning their vessels with
intricate motifs. One of the most
prominent and recurring motifs
in Iranian art, which has per-
sisted for centuries, is the image
ofthewild goat. Therelationship
between humans and the wild
goat underwent a significant
transformation around 11,000
years ago, particularly in the Za-
gros mountain range in western
Iran. Recent studies suggest that
the wild goats, once hunted in
this region, were gradually do-
mesticated by the inhabitants of
thefoothills of the Zagros moun-
tains.

Iran is considered the birth-
place of pottery adorned with
the image of the wild goat, a
symbol of Iran’s national her-
itage. These images of the wild
goat, with large, symbolic horns,
were commonly used on pot-
tery found in ancient sites such
as Sialk, Shush, Cheshmeh Ali,
and other archaeological sites

in Iran. The wild goat was often
depicted in various ways, sym-
bolizing water, rain, abundance,
guardianship, and other similar
concepts.

Another reason the wild goat
held such importance among
the peoples of the ancient Near
East is their symbolism of ambi-
tion and mountaineering. Hu-
mans always saw these goats
on the highest ridges and peaks,
navigating the most difficult
mountainous paths. Thus, the
wild goatbecame asymbol ofrre-
silience and ascension, qualities
highly valued by these cultures.
At the Cheshmeh Ali site near
Tehran, red pottery has been
discovered with simple designs
of the wild goat. One example
of these red, decorated pots,
adorned with several finely exe-
cutedlinearand abstractimages
of the wild goat in black mineral
pigment, is currently on display
atthe NationalMuseumofArtsin
Isfahan.

The specific goblet in ques-
tion is made of red pottery, dec-

orated with motifs, and crafted
from clay. It dates back approx-
imately 4,500 to 4,900 years be-
fore Christ, placing it in the late
Neolithic period. The red color
of the pottery s attributed to the
presenceofironoxideintheclay.
Artifacts found at Cheshmeh Ali
span from the 6th millennium
BCE through to the Islamic peri-
od, though its main fame comes
from its prehistoric layers. The
cultural influence of this area
is significant, as similar pottery
styles, known as Cheshmeh Ali
Pottery, have been found in var-
iousotherregions.

One of the key features of this
potteryand similarartifacts pro-
duced within the Cheshmeh Ali
Culture is the use of a potter’s
wheel, marking a significant
advancement in ceramic crafts-
manship atthetime. Thisgoblet,
displayed at the National Muse-
um of Artsin Isfahan, is an excel-
lentexample of this refined early
craftsmanship.
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One of the clocks displayed in
the Time Museum is a beautifully
crafted piece made by theTiffany
factory in France during the 19th

century. This is a mantel clock
with a spring-driven mechanism,
and its decorations reflect the
characteristics of the Louis XVI
style. As previously mentioned,
the movement of this clock is
spring-powered, meaning that
its driving force comes from the
elasticity of a spring. In this case,
the two springs inside the mech-
anism are wound monthly, and
overthecourseofamonth,asthe
springs gradually return to their
original state, they apply pres-
sure to the gears, causing the
clocktofunction.

This exquisite clock is made
of marble and bronze. However,
more than the clockwork mech-

anism itself, it is the decorative
elements that truly capture at-
tention. The clock features two
finely sculpted figures of a man
and a woman reclining on the
piece. These figures represent
Night and Day, and they are
beautifully rendered copies of
Michelangelo’s famous statues
of Dusk and Dawn. While these
sculptures closely resemble Mi-
chelangelo’s originals in form,
the rest of the clock’s decoration
was entirely designed and exe-
cuted by the French clockmaker.

Theoriginalstatuesof Dawn
and Dusk are part of the tomb
of Giuliano de’ Medici in the
Medici Chapel in Florence. This
tomb was constructed nearly a
century after the Medici Chapel
and its sacred relics were built
by Brunelleschi. It was commis-

sioned by Giuliano de’ Medici
and created by Michelangelo
overaperiodof 14yearsasanad-
dition to the original structure.
The tomb contains the remains
of Giuliano and two other mem-
bers of his family, and the Dusk
and Dawn figuresformthesculp-
tural elements of his sarcopha-
gus.

Interestingly, the reason
behind naming these statues
“Dusk” and “Dawn” remains un-
clear. Over the 14 years of con-
struction, the designs were re-
vised multiple times, so much so
that the final version bore little
resemblance to the original con-
cept. These continual changes
likely caused the original mean-
ing behind the names of the stat-
uestobeforgotten.



s
¥
-F

ol

ihi /
Ly \!

sdalhdiuleias slacielu jl SO
aislw jip guis gl 8jgen yo
ol jaw cuSYl Siw ghlo g suid
(2l b b0 apg oS (T Linio o
i slmagl 1 uoais bl el
Slaciels Saw @ g 039 (lajguo)
B9 -l onis >hb slaiagd
s s 3 magllj LS oS LS
oy aliigd (sguild Ol @ e
shlo g Hloie celw ol el
08 0 9 ol dieliwpsi SJj pjailia
JHLIL &)1 bugi (5olas po3jg
sl o a5 L casilyd o

wod ohiss Gl jublul )
A5l 50 0400l jouo (LlaS (glas
L ol 8 Lol adgl gboeilusdl o
dod 9 gy S 9 zg) cadipail Sy
(2l azili> L aadise ouual joua
WIS 50 Gie il G 4 layiso
9 b0 )9 (g £ o5y jl 0 (T
puda Olopa pladjlg C8bie pinalT
0 o 8be UL el
Loyt suimoplell Lok 4 jopol
oled iasm 9929 .agS(0 jore
o= 9 wibise Wjge b bLII S
3929 b Lb )l J=iie wiile oles
Ylailmjgia

VP auso =g 1Sl
ol slay 5 g cringoylpzize) oy

W



One of the clocks on display
at the “Time Museum” is made
of bronze and features green
malachite stone, which origi-
nates from Russia. This clock in-
cludes a sculpture of the Muses
andis designed ina mantelpiece
style with a phrase in French
on a plaque held by one of the
Muses. It is a spring-driven half-
hour striking clock, manufac-
tured by the Balthazar factory in

19th-century France.

The clock features two Mus-
es named Terpsichore and Calli-
ope, along with several mytho-
logical symbols from that era. In
Greek mythology, the daughters
of Zeus, the king of the gods,
were called the Muses. In early
legends, they were nine sisters
sharing one mind, spirit, and
heart, all referred to as Muses.
It was believed that if a Muse ex-

pressed love toward a man, he
would be freed from all worries,
attainpeace,andsurpassall oth-
ermeninsacred stature. In mod-
ern language, the term “Muse”
refers to someone who inspires
an artist. Some symbols present
on the clock are associated with
the Muses, while others, such as
thetorch, havenodirect connec-
tiontothem.
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sculpture of the Aged God of Time

Oneoftheclocksondisplay at
the Time Museumisatable clock
made of bronze, gilded using the
ormolu technique—a traditional
method for gold-coating metal
surfaces through electrolysis.
This clock, which is a wind-up,
spring-driven type, was made in
Franceinthe 19th century.

In addition to the standard
time dial, the clock features ad-
ditional dials that display the

days of the Persian solar month,
the days of the week, and the
lunar phases. The clock face is
designed with three concentric
circles. The outermost circle dis-
plays the hour numerals, which
are markedsin.black Roman nu-
meralson awhite background.
At the top of the central cir-
cle, theretis arotating disc en-
graved with thersymbols of the
seven days of the-week. Above

each symbol, the name of the
day is inscribed in French. This
disc rotates daily, positioning
the symbol of the current day
at the top of the dial. Below the
central circle, there is a semi-cir-
cular slot displaying a night sky
with a depiction of the moon. As
themoonrisesandsets,itmoves
across this slot, indicating its
current phase within the lunar
cycle.
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The process involves securing
and stitching the new curtain
in place, ensuring its elegant
displayfor pilgrimsand visitors
alike.

After the Kiswa is replaced,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
gifts pieces of the formerKiswa
to heads of state and dignitar-
ies asablessed relic, while oth-
er parts are preserved and ex-
hibited in the Kiswa Museum.

One of the most signifi-
cant and consistent features
of the Kiswa, found on all four
cornersofthe Kaabaeachyear,
is the gold- and silver-woven
panel of Surah Al-Ikhlas, which
emphasizes the absolute one-
ness (towheed) of Allah. This

surah glorifies God’s unity, the
uniqueness of Hisessence, and
Hissingularityinattributesand
actions.

A particularly treasured
section of the Kiswa, meas-
uring 82 cm by 82 cm and in-
scribed with Surah Al-lkhlas in
exquisite Thuluth calligraphy,
decorated in gold and silver
embroidery, is currently on
display in the Noor Gallery of
the Noor and Light Museum in
Yazd. Thispiece,alongwithtwo
other parts of the original Kis-
wa—one being a section of the
main fabricand anotherarich-
ly brocaded segment—forms
part of the museum’s prized
collection. Every day, visitors

from across Iran come to the
museum, drawn by the pro-
found spiritual allure of seeing
and venerating a tangible part
ofthe Kaaba’s sacred covering.
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red Curtain of the Kaaba

The Kiswa of the Kaaba, or
Pardeh-ye Kaaba in Persian, is
a sacred black cloth that cov-
ers the stone structure of the
Kaaba in Mecca, symbolizing
reverence and sanctity. The
tradition of covering the Kaaba
predates the advent of Islam.
Today, the Kiswa is woven in a
dedicated workshop in Mecca
and consists of five large pan-
els—each covering one side
of the Kaaba—and a lavish ad-
ditional piece that adorns the
door. The fabric is made from
pure silk and matte black in
color, woven using the Jac-
quardtechnique.

Thetotal length of the Kis-
wa is 47 meters, with a height
of 14.5 meters. One-third from
the top is encircled by a wide

embroidered belt (Hizam). The
entire curtain weighs around
680 kilograms, incorporating
120 kilograms of gold and 100
kilograms of silver, which are
used in metallic thread form
throughout the embroidery.
Covering the Kaaba’s door is
a distinct piece known as the
Burqu‘, measuring 7.5 meters
inheightand4 metersinwidth,
which was first introduced in
810 AH. This part is richly em-
broidered and stands out from
therestofthe Kiswa.
Embroidered upon the
Kiswa are sacred Islamic phras-
es such as «La ilaha illallahy
(There is no god but Allah),
«Muhammadun  Rasulullahy
(Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah), «Allah Jal Jalaluhy,

and praises like (Subhan Allah
wa bi Hamdih,» and «Subhan
Allah al-‘Azim,» alongside the
divine names: «Ya Hannan,»
«YaMannan,» «YaDayyan,»and
«Ya Subhan,» all of which are
artistically repeated in contin-
uousseven-and eight-fold pat-
terns.

Thenew Kiswaistradition-
ally draped on the 9th day of
Dhu al-Hijjah (Arafah Day), af-
terbeingceremonially brought
into the sacred precincts of the
Grand Mosque on the 8th of
Dhu al-Hijjah. During this high-
ly reverent ritual, the previous
curtain is removed and the
new one is lowered from the
roof of the Kaaba and affixed
by the official keepers of the
Kaaba (Kiswah custodians).
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is portrayed so powerfully that
viewersfamiliarwith mourning
rituals and sermons can vividly
recall traditional narratives
of his sacrifice. Tabrizi’'s work
aligns with classical texts like
Rawzat al-Shuhada by Mulla
Fayz Kashefi, blending mytho-
logical and cultural elements
to make the grief of Karbala
resonate with Shi‘aaudiences.

The artist gives particu-
lar attention to the figures of
ImamHasanandImamHusayn
as the “Masters of the Youth of
Paradise,” pairing the scenes
of Ali Akbar’s martyrdom with
that of Qasem, the young son
of Imam Hasan. These portray-
als are stylized yet emotionally
legible, steeped in abstraction
but never disconnected from
narrative clarity. At the base
of the painting, paired boteh

jegheh (paisley motifs) sym-

bolize the sorrow of Abu’l-Fadl
al-Abbas and Imam Husayn,
accompanying visual referenc-
es to their final battle on the
dayof Ashura.

In this work, Tabrizi sur-
passes even his other Sagqga-
khaneh pieces, embedding
ornamental scripts in tugh-
ra-style calligraphy to cloak
the narrative of the 10th of Mu-
harram, 61 AH, in symbolism
and mystique. A section of the
painting visually links events
from early Islam—such as the
companionship of Ali ibn Abi
Talib with the Prophet Muham-
mad—to those of Karbala, spe-
cifically the loyalty of Abbasibn
Ali to Imam Hussein, thereby
guiding the viewer toward the
spiritual perfection embodied
inImamAli.

Through this connection,
the artist aims to convey a his-

torical journey spanning sixty
years—from the usurpation
of Imam Ali’s rightful posi-
tion in the Sagifah incident
to the martyrdom of his son
and grandson in Karbala—im-
plying that the blood of the
Prophet’s descendants was
shed to uphold divine justice
and renew support for God’s
religion by the children of Ali.
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e “Water Bearer of Karbala”

Painting by Sadegh Tabriziat
theMuseum of Lightand Illumi-
nation, Yazd

Sadegh Tabrizi-Zadeh
(1938-2017) was one of the pi-
oneers of modern artin Iran, a
painter,and aforerunnerofthe
Calligraphy-Painting  (Naga-
shi-Khatt) style. He is also rec-
ognized as a prominent figure
inthe Saggakhaneh School, an
influential  neo-traditionalist
movement in contemporary
Iranian art. In the early 1960s,
Tabrizi studied calligraphy un-
der Master Ali Akbar Kaveh.
Around the same time, as the
Saggakhaneh School gained
momentum among Iranian art-
ists, he turned to the emerging
style of calligraphy-painting,
blending traditional Persian
script with modern artistic ex-
pression. Remarkably, in 1959
(1338 SH), he created his first

calligraphy-painting on a ce-
ramic panel—an artwork con-
sidered by some critics and
scholarsto bethefirstinstance
of this style in which the words
were not meant to be legible,
marking a major shift in the
role of text as pure form and
aesthetic.

Over the course of five
decades, Tabrizi held more
than thirty solo and group ex-
hibitions. His works have been
showcased in major interna-
tionalvenuessuchasArtFairIt-
aly,HillGalleryinLondon,SoHo
Manhattan inthe U.S., Artitude
Paris, Art Expo China, and the
Exhibition in
Switzerland. His artworks are

International

also part of important collec-
tions, including the Grey Art
Gallery at New York University,
Han Museum in China, as well
as museums of Bank Melli Iran

and the Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art.One of his
notable works is The Water
Bearerof Karbala, an oil paint-
ing on canvas decorated with
gold patina, housed at the
Light and Illumination Muse-
um ofYazd, partof the Dafineh
Museum Group. This painting
presents a comprehensive
narrative of the tragic events
of Karbala, capturing the epic
of Imam Hussein in both gen-
eraland detailedvisualforms.
Even viewers with minimal
knowledge of the Ashura trag-
edy can immediately grasp
the themes through scenes
depictingthe bravery ofImam
Hussein’scompanions.

Each part of the painting
is a visual storytelling experi-
ence. Forexample,intheright
section, the martyrdom of Ali
Akbar (Imam Hussein’s son)
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closely resembling exam-
ples from Babajan Delfan and
Tappeh Giyan in Nahavand.
It is made of mineral-based,
ochre-colored clay tempered
with grit, crafted using a com-
bination of wheel-thrown and
hand-made techniques. A
rope-like basket handle arches
over the top, with a small ver-
tical handle on the back and a
horizontal handle at the front
connecting the spout and rim.
Dark brown motifs decorate
various parts of the vessel. The
rope-like handle is painted,
and opposite it is a sculpted

ram’s head with curved horns.

Two button-like protrusions
are visible on the horizontal
handle, and the vertical han-
dle is decorated with painted
stripes. The body is adorned
with ladder-shaped bands,
wide strips, and pairs of hang-
ing triangles, some filled with
diagonal hatching.

The second vessel, Item No.
35181,isasmalljugwithapear-
shapedbody,shortneck,flared
rim, and flat base, made of
mineral-based, ochre-colored
clay. Its surface bears geomet-

ric and symbolic motifs paint-
edinochrered. Theuppermost
design consists of a horizontal

ladder-patterned band encir-
cling the vessel. Just below it,
another plain band surrounds
the jug, from which clusters of
hatched triangles hang down-
ward. Between these clusters
are solid cross motifs, with hol-
low rings at their centers. Such
symbols may represent an ear-
ly precursor to the Faravahar,
a prominenticonin later Zoro-
astrian and Achaemenid art.
At the bottom of the vessel’s
exterior, another band of lad-
der-likedesignisvisible.
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lipi Kingdom at the Yazd Museum

The Culture of the Elipi King-
dom at the Yazd Museum of
Lightand Illumination

According to Assyrian in-
scriptions, a small kingdom
known as Elipi existed in west-
ernlranduringthe early centu-
riesofthefirst millennium BCE.
This kingdom encompassed
parts of eastern Kermanshah,
western Lorestan, sections of
southern Hamedan, and the
northeastern region of pres-
ent-day llam Province. It is be-
lieved that the inhabitants of
Elipi were largely descendants
ofadefeatedfactionofthe Kas-
siteswho, under pressure from
the Elamites at the end of the
second millennium BCE, were
pushed into the mountainous
central Zagros region. By the
early first millennium BCE,
they had established a modest
dominioninthisarea.

The first recorded encoun-

ter between the Assyrians and
Elipiappearsin Mesopotamian
records dated to 866 BCE. Evi-
dencesuggeststhatElipimain-
tained its independence until
the mid-8th century BCE and
oftenaligneditselfwithElamin
itsconflictswith Assyria. By the
late 7th century BCE, Elipi may
have joined a coalition that
emerged alongside the rising
power of the Medes.

One of the most important
archaeological sites within the
historical territory of Elipiis Ba-
bajan Delfan, located midway
between modern-day Khor-
ramabad and Kermanshah. In
the 1960s, Clare Goff Meade of
the University of London and
her team conducted excava-
tions there, uncovering signif-
icant evidence of first-millen-
nium BCE cultures, including
architectural remains, deco-
rated bricks, metal artifacts,

and ceramic vessels. A specific
type of ceramic discovered at
this site has been referred to as
“Lorestan Ware.” Although this
label has been debated—due
to the widespread distribu-
tion of similar ceramics across
parts of Kermanshah, Hama-
dan, and [lam—it nonetheless
provides a useful identifier for
sites within the Elipi cultural
sphere. Therefore, it may be
more appropriate to refer to
this ceramic tradition as Elipi
Pottery rather than “Lorestan
Genre.” Atthe Museum of Light
and Illumination in Yazd, with-
in a section known as Atigh
(Ancient Gallery), two pottery
vessels associated with the Eli-
picultureareondisplay.
Thefirstisahandled potwith
a spherical body and flat base,
catalogued as Item No. 39128.
This vessel exhibits the distinc-
tive features of Elipi ceramics,
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The artifact with identifica-
tion number 285 is a four-part

papier-maché pen case deco-
rated in under-lacquer paint-
ing style, featuring the Nowruz
royal greeting ceremony (Saf-e
Salam) of Naser al-Din Shah
Qajar. Measuring 36 centim-
eters in length and weighing
approximately 100 grams, this
pen case is composed of two
parts:themain bodyandaslid-
ingdrawer.

This pen case is one of
the smallest Qajar-era illus-
trated artifacts depicting the
Saf-e Salam event and is dis-
tinguished by the artist’s at-
tention to detailed portrayal
of characters, including their
personal features, garments,
and accessories. The top sur-
face illustrates the special roy-
al greeting ceremony held on
the first day of Nowruz, where
Naser al-Din Shah is seated on
the Peacock Throne. He is sur-
rounded in the innermost cir-

cle by his sons and close royal
relatives.

A total of 65 figures are
portrayed in this miniature, in-
cluding the Shah himself, the
heir apparent, Qajar princes,
political and military dignitar-
ies, and foreign ambassadors,
all depicted in formal attire
as they present their Nowruz
greetingsto the Shah. Naseral-
Din Shah is shown holding the
bejeweled dagger of Fath-Ali
Shah while seated on the Pea-
cockThrone (alsoknownasthe
Sun Throne) in the Salam Hall
(now a museum) of Golestan
Palace.

Therightborderofthe pen
case is adorned with inscrip-
tions,including the phrase:

“Saf-e Salam of the Qibleh of
the World, Sultan son of Sultan
son of Sultan, and Khagan son
of Khagan son of Khagan, Sul-
tan Naser al-Din Shah Qajar,
may God eternalize his reign
andglory.”

The artist has signed the
work with:

“Made in the workshop of
Agha Seyyed Mohammad.”

On the sides of the pen
case, the Imperial Army’s pro-
cession is illustrated, consist-
ing of 63 foot soldiers and 42
mounted guards, with the
image of Naser al-Din Shah
featured prominently at the
center. He is accompanied on
foot by six Qajar princes. These
types of containers are known
as “Royal Pen Cases” duetothe
themes and detailed decora-
tions, and they are distinguish-
able by theirornate craftsman-
ship and ceremonial subject
matter.
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Theartifact with identifica-
tion number 365 is a wooden
door decorated with gilding
and under-lacquer painting
techniques. The door con-
sists of two panels, with a
total width of 94 cm and a
height of 177 cm. The name
of the artist, Hossein Khataei
(1286-1353 SH), from the late
Qajar and Pahlavi periods,
is inscribed at the bottom of
both panels. On both panels,
atotalof 26 frames have been
created symmetrically, each
containing a distinct paint-
ed subject. The background
of the paintings is dark blue,
and all the motifs are fully
colored. The borders of the
frames feature floral, bird, ar-

abesque, and khatayi designs

with a green background. All
motifs are created using layer-
ing techniques and delicately
painted. The motifs are as fol-
lows: panels 1 to 13 are on the
left wing, and panels 14 to 26
are on the right wing, from top
to bottom: 1. A noblewoman’s
gathering with attendants,
musicians, and dancers in the
desert, 2. An elderly manand a
young man conversing under
atree, 3. Hunting a gazelle with
a spear, 4. A lady in a garden,
5. A discussion with Majnun
among wild and domesticated
animals, 6 and 8. Avase design
with arabesque and khatayi
motifs along with birds, 7. The
king and courtiers, 9. A snake

charmer, 10. A reed player, 11.
Hunting on horseback, 12. A
lady with a ewer in a garden,
13. Two dragons. 14. Deuvils,
dragons, angels, and a man
sitting on a throne (the story of
Solomon and the Hoopoe), 15.
Aladyin a garden, 16. Hunting
alion, 17. Anelderly manand a
youngmaninagarden, 18. Fall-
ing at the feet of the mother,
19 and 20. A vase design with
golden arabesque and khatayi
motifsalongwith birds,21. The
kingmeeting poets, 22. Slaying
a dragon, 23. A man drinking
wine in a garden, 24. Hunting
a lion by a rider with a sword,
25. Ashepherd dervish, and 26.
Twodragons.
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